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Agnotology 
 

  Agnotology is the study of how and why misconceptions and 
ignorance exist (Proctor, 2008).  

  Agnotology-based learning is addressing misconceptions directly 
as an educational opportunity (Bedford, 2010). 

  Misconception-based learning (McCuin, Hayhoe & Hayhoe, 
2014). 



“Comprehending	
  why	
  ideas	
  are	
  wrong	
  
ma2ers	
  as	
  much	
  as	
  understanding	
  why	
  
some	
  ideas	
  may	
  be	
  right.”	
  

	
  
JONATHAN	
  OSBORNE	
  



Why address misinformation? 
 

  Misconceptions interfere with new learning. 

  Not all misconceptions are created equal. “Gateway beliefs” 
have a flow-on effect to other beliefs and attitudes: 

  Perception of scientific consensus on human-caused global 
warming influences acceptance of climate change and support 
for mitigation policies (Ding et al, 2011). 

  Understanding the mechanism of the greenhouse effect 
increases acceptance of climate change (Ranney & Clark, 
2014). 
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Removing Misconceptions 

  The Debunking Handbook 
http://sks.to/debunk 

  Scholarly review of 
misinformation research: 
http://sks.to/pspi 
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  Fill the gap with an alternative fact 
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